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Barts Health Archives and Museums 

Research guide: Sexual and reproductive health 

Barts Health Archives and Museums holds a significant number of records relating to sexual 

and reproductive health, particularly relating to the treatment of sexually transmitted 

infections (STIs) during the 19th and 20th centuries. The principal relevant collections are 

the records of St Bartholomew’s Hospital and The Royal London Hospital which, as general 

hospitals, treated patients with a variety of sexual and reproductive issues. Although few 

patient records survive prior to the early 19th century, this guide highlights some earlier 

sources.  

NB: While patients treated for sexual and reproductive issues will appear in the patient 

records, such as admission registers, for both hospitals (SBHB/MR and RLHLH/M 

respectively), identifying cases generally requires laborious manual searching. Instead, 

therefore, this guide directs researchers towards particular sets of records which provide 

more detailed information. All patient records under 100 years old are restricted under data 

protection legislation. 

St Bartholomew’s Hospital 

The earliest surviving record in our collections which references a medical understanding of 

reproductive health is a 14th-century text known as the Brevarium Bartholomei by John of 

Mirfield, a chaplain at St Bartholomew’s Hospital, which contains the following reference to 

infertility: ‘it should be noted that when sterility [sterilitas] happens between married people, 

the males are accused by many people of not having suitable seed [semen]’. We hold an 

English translation in Percival Horton-Smith Hartley's book Johannes de Mirfeld: his life and 

works (SBHREF/780), while original copies are held at Pembroke College, Oxford (ref. 

MS2), and the British Library (ref. Harley MS 3). 

From 1549, St Bartholomew’s Hospital ran an ‘outhouse’ outside the city known as the 

Kingsland Out-house or the Lock Hospital. Originally established as a leper hospital by the 

City of London, it treated patients suffering from STIs from 1633. By the mid-18th century, 

sufferers (known as ‘foul’ patients) were to form the majority of patients at the Kingsland. 

When the hospital closed in 1760, venereal patients were transferred to the main hospital 

and continued to be treated at Barts thereafter, on the general wards. While there are no 

surviving patient records, information about the Lock Hospital can be found in the 

administrative, financial and estate records of Barts, particularly the minutes of the Board of 

Governors (SBHB/HA/1) and the Treasurer's ledgers (SBHB/HB/1). A history of this 

hospital, The London Lock: A Charitable Hospital for Venereal Disease 1746-1952 by David 

Innes Williams, can be found at RLHREF/876. The surviving archives of the London Lock 

Hospital for 1746–1948 are held by the Royal College of Surgeons. 

One of the earliest records of patients treated at St Bartholomew’s Hospital (other than 

irregular entries in the Minutes of the Board of Governors relating to specific individuals or 

cases) is a manuscript volume of patient cure and mortality statistics for the years 1783–

1847 (SBHB/MR/9/1/1). These statistics record venereal cases from 1828. Another item  



 

2 
v0.1 February 2022 
 

 

from this early period is a letter from John Abernethy, Surgeon to Richard Carmichael, for his 

records of cases of venereal diseases, dated 2 May 1815 (SBHPP/CAR/1). 

Researchers may also be interested in the medical notes of two St Bartholomew’s Hospital 

surgeons: a volume of case notes, statistics and sketches relating to urogenital surgery for 

the years 1842–1844 (SBHB/MR/16/3) compiled by surgeon William Piers Ormerod, and the 

medical notes of William Lawrence (SBHB/MR/8), 1827–1858, comprising loose manuscript 

medical records, notes and correspondence on medical and surgical cases and techniques, 

including detailed case histories of patients with STIs, particularly syphilis. 

Also of relevance are the case notes for the Lazarus and Magdalen Wards at St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital for the years 1885–1886, where male and female patients suffering 

from STIs were under the care of surgeons John Langton and William Morrant Baker 

(SBHB/MR/16/31).   

Researchers interested in statistical data may wish to consult the 61 volumes of published 

annual statistical reports concerning patients treated in St Bartholomew's Hospital, 1860–

1980 (SBHB/MR/42). Statistics are compiled in the form of tables and are usually broken 

down into medical and surgical cases, analysing the mortality rate versus cure of certain 

disease categories. Initially, only patients treated in the wards of the hospital are included 

but gradually information regarding obstetric (from 1936) and out-patient clinics (from 1947) 

are listed.  The contents and level of detail vary throughout the series, but some record 

details such as patient occupations and include abstracts of specific cases. We also hold a 

single completed annual return, issued by the Ministry of Health, recording the number of 

cases of STIs treated at St Bartholomew's Hospital during the year 1952  

(SBHB/MR/9/6/10). 

SBHB/MR/17 comprises 11 volumes of case notes of female patients with gynaecological 

conditions under the care of Charles West, who was Physician Accoucheur and Lecturer in 

Midwifery and Diseases of Women and Children at St Bartholomew's Hospital (and later 

founded Great Ormond Street Hospital). 

The St Bartholomew’s Hospital Pathology Illustration 

Collection (SBHB/MU/14) contains over 1,800 drawings, 

paintings and photographs depicting various conditions and 

diseases, including STIs. The collection is arranged under 

51 subject headings (e.g. ‘Diseases of the scrotum’, 

‘Diseases of the vagina and external organs of generation 

in the female’). Researchers can browse digitised images 

from this collection on the Wellcome Images site via the 

following link: 

https://wellcomecollection.org/images?query=st+bartholom

ew%27s+hospital+archives+%26+museum 

 

 

SBHB/MU/14/46/10/8 Face of 

patient with large, primary 

syphilitic ulcer, 1886 

https://wellcomecollection.org/images?query=st+bartholomew%27s+hospital+archives+%26+museum
https://wellcomecollection.org/images?query=st+bartholomew%27s+hospital+archives+%26+museum
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Following the 1913 Royal Commission on Venereal Diseases and the Public Health 

(Venereal Disease) Regulations of 1916 (which required local authorities to provide a free 

and confidential service for the early diagnosis and prompt treatment of STIs), a clinic was 

set up in 1916 by the Corporation of London in Golden Lane. This later became known as 

the Special Treatment Centre, part of St Bartholomew’s Hospital. Various name changes 

followed over the years, reflecting changes in the types of cases which were being seen: the 

Department of Genital Medicine (from 1974), the Department of Genito-Urinary Medicine 

(and Sexual Health) (from 1991) and the Sexual Health Centre (from 1998). Records relating 

to the Centre can be found at SBHB/ST, while patient records are catalogued as 

SBHB/MR/31. As a point of interest, patient registers also include City of London Police 

recruits, who were required to be screened for syphilis until the late 1970s/early 1980s. 

Correspondence with the City of London Medical Officer of Health about the Special 

Treatment Centre for Venereal Disease during the war (when the centre moved temporarily 

relocated to the Old Bailey) can be found at SBHB/HA/16/19. Examples of medical 

instruments used in the department can be found at SBHX4/772, SBHX4/773 and 

SBHX4/775. 

The Royal London Hospital  

We hold diagnostic indexes for this hospital from 1893 onwards (RLHLH/M/2), which allow 

researchers to identify particular cases by the nature of complaint. These cases can then be 

traced in surviving admission registers (RLHLH/M/1), case notes (RLHLH/M/14–15, on 

microfilm only) and post-mortem reports (RLHLH/M/6) for those venereal patients who died 

at the hospital. Researchers may also find the ward reports at RLHLH/N/6/1 useful. Dating 

from November 1901, these contain a weekly report from the Sister in charge of each ward 

on the nursing and patients under their care. Also of potential interest are the records of the 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology Department for the period c.1900–1986 (RLHLH/OG), which 

comprise annual reports, minutes, visitors books, staff lists and a collection of illustrations. 

Patient registers for this department can be found at 

RLHLH/M/4/79–81. 

The object collection for The Royal London Hospital contains 

items of potential interest, such as examples of 

contraceptive douches at RLHINV/384 and RLHINV/423.  

The most significant and comprehensive collection we hold 

relating to sexual health is the records of the Ambrose King 

Centre, which can be found at RLHAK. Established on The 

London Hospital site in 1929 as a clinic for the treatment of 

venereal disease by the London County Council (LCC), it 

came to be known as the Whitechapel Clinic.  

The LCC ran the department until the establishment of the National Health Service in 1948. 

After this it became, and remains, a department of The Royal London Hospital specialising in 

sexual health. The collection contains patient registers, statistical registers, case notes of 

patients, slides, indexes of medical subjects and patients and papers related to clinical 

studies, covering the 1920s to the 2000s. While some patient records remain restricted  

RLHINV/423 Vaginal douche and contraceptive 

paste, c.1950 
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under data protection legislation, many have been 

redacted and can be made available by appointment in 

digitised form; please contact us for more information 

about accessing these records.  

You can read about the Wellcome Trust-funded project 

based around this collection here: 

https://sexuallytransmittedinfectionslondon20thcentury.

wordpress.com/  

Other relevant collections 

The records of The London Hospital Medical College 

Pathology Museum contain photographs and glass 

slides of patients with conditions including syphilis. RLHMC/PM/4/2/1 comprises 

photographs of patients of Dr J.H. Sequeira, dermatologist at the London Hospital Skin 

Department, and a collection of patient photos of the University Dermatological Clinic, 

Rigshospitalet, Copenhagen, Denmark, for the years 1912–1927. RLHMC/PM/4/3/1 includes 

glass lantern slides showing medical conditions, including patients of Dr Robert Hutchison 

with congenital syphilis, c. 1900–1920. 

The records of the Tower Hamlets Health Authority contain material which may be of 

interest, including a Survey of Women's Knowledge, Attitudes, and Experience of Cervical 

Screening in Tower Hamlets Health District (RLHTH/A/7/4/59) and Venereal Disease 

Laboratory annual reports for the years 1975–1976 (RLHTH/A/12/67-68). 

We hold a small number of records of the Institute of Venereal Diseases Technicians 

(RLHVT), 1951–1979, founded to provide a professional forum for technical staff working in 

the field of venereology. 

The personal papers of Professor Wendy Savage, obstetrician and gynaecologist at The 

London Hospital and Mile End Hospital c.1973–2000 (RLHPP/SAV), comprises material 

relating to Savage’s research on contraception, abortion and perinatal mortality, her 

involvement with the Teenage Health Working Group (previously Unintended Teenage 

Pregnancies) Project as well as publications, speeches and press cuttings on a variety of 

related topics. 

 

RLHAK/1/1/1 Female Patient Register, 

1929–1930 

https://sexuallytransmittedinfectionslondon20thcentury.wordpress.com/
https://sexuallytransmittedinfectionslondon20thcentury.wordpress.com/

